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Background

Little consistency in building regulations before 1990

ABCB formed under an IGA in 1994 and first performance based
Building Code of Australia published in 1996 and introduced in
1997

Over time, progress has been made, but more needs doing
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ABCB Board

Members include:

— Industry representatives including plumbing
representative

— Commonwealth, State and Territory Government officials
responsible for building and plumbing regulatory matters

— Local Government representative

— Reports directly to Commonwealth, State and Territory
Ministers responsible for building/plumbing regulation
matters

Budget - $A 7.95m p.a.



What We Do

Background

ABCB Structure

Deliver a national Building Code and a national Plumbing Code:
— by setting minimum requirements for the design,

AL BRI construction and performance of buildings
* Provide governments with a national reform vehicle
ABCB 2011
The BCA « The ABCB'’s guidance from governments is to:
BCA 2011 — develop and maintain minimum codes to achieve health,
safety, amenity and sustainability of buildings;
NCC
PCA 2011 — undertake rigorous impact assessments;
?W"f“_e“ess and — develop opportunities for greater national consistency; and
raining
Resource Kits — ensure transparency, accountability and consultation
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ABCB 2011

Board priorities-
« Maintain and update the BCA - continuing focus on life safety
 Align BCA with the Disability Standards for Access to Premises

» Respond further to government consideration of the Victorian
Bushfire Royal Commission’s final report

« Maintain thorough impact assessment processes
« Continue strong focus on education and awareness activities

e Deliver a National Construction Code
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The BCA

All new buildings

New building work in existing buildings, such as
additions and alterations

Existing buildings that are to be used for a purpose
different from that for which they were originally
designed, i.e. 'change of use'



STATE & TERRITORY
PLANNING

The BCA

STATE & TERRITORY
BUILDING LAW

l

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

® Administration

® Appeals

® Registration/licensing
* Alterations & additions

TECHNICAL
STANDARD

* Building standard l

(IIIII

IIIII)

STATE & TERRITORY
SAFETY LAW
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BCA 2011

Access for all people — alignment with Disability Standards for
Access to Premises

Developed a (world’s first) national performance Standard for
the design and construction of private bushfire shelters to
further assist bushfire risk mitigation

Update of referenced standards

Other updates and maintenance
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National Construction Code
History

» COAG agreement in July 2008 to the development of a National
Construction Code comprising building, plumbing, electrical and
telecommunications

» Following RIS process COAG agreed in December 2009 to a
first step of consolidation of building and plumbing

« 2011 NCC -
— BCA Volumes One and Two
— Plumbing Code of Australia (NCC Volume Three)
— WaterMark (integral to PCA)

» Working Group formed from NPRF and ABCB to develop a
revised Plumbing Code of Australia from 2004 model

 PCA is a regulatory policy document. Technical solutions remain
predominantly in Australian Standards



Background
ABCB Structure
ABCB Board
What We Do
ABCB 2011
The BCA

BCA 2011

NCC

Awareness and
Training

Resource Kits

Non-mandatory
Handbooks

Plumbing Code of Australia 2011

Draft PCA released for public comment August 2010

Changes from 2004 relatively minor

Comment broad ranging, much about scope and BCA overlap

New PCA released early in 2011 - adoption from May 2011

* Many issues raised through this process to be prioritised and
further developed over the next few years

» Public comment highlighted the need for education & training in
the role of the PCA in regulation and the use of the PCA in
achieving compliance
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Plumbing Code of Australia 2011

Plumbing Codes Committee

Role — to advise the ABCB Board on technical matters for
plumbing and the PCA.

First meeting held last week
Second meeting next month in Perth

Sets priorities for work required to maintain and update
PCA
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National NCC Seminars to be held in capital cities throughout
ABCB 2011 March 2011

The BCA * Non-mandatory handbooks
BCA 2011 .
 ABCB Training Gateway
NCC
« ABCB National Conference in September 2011
PCA 2011
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Resource Kits

» There are currently four Resource Kits in the suite, with a fifth on
Disability Access to be developed in 2011

» Each kit consists of a detailed PowerPoint presentation FAQSs,
group exercises and case studies

* There is scope for future resource kits as needs are identified,
plumbing included

P
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 The ABCB has developed a series of handbooks on a number
of matters to assist practitioners. They are freely available on
our website

* In 2010 we developed Energy Efficiency Provisions for
Electricians and Plumbers and BCA Section J Assessment &
Verification of an Alternative Solution



